
Club of Woodend

July 2021 
Volume 25 | Issue 6

The New

Woodend Star
Proudly published by

First published 1997 – by the community for the community 

Woodend and surrounding SES, CFA, Powercor, MRSC staff 
community groups and volunteers for working tirelessly to help our 
community recover from the recent storm damage. To our friends 

and neighbours, thank you for your community spirit.

Thank you
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Insert your brochure x 3850 $462

GET YOUR EVENT LISTED ON OUR CALENDAR 
Just send the details to 

content@newwoodendstar.org.au

DUE TO THE CHANGING NATURE OF THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC YOU SHOULD CHECK  

WITH ORGANISERS ABOUT ANY EVENTS 
LISTED HERE

—  JULY  —
3 ................................................................ Woodend Farmers’ Market
6 ...................... Creative Writing Workshop with Dee White, Library
10–11  .........................Woodend Winter Arts Festival Event Weekend 
21  ................................................................ St Mary’s Knit and Natter
—  AUGUST  —
7  ............................................................................Woodend Farmers’ Market
7–8  ...........................Woodend Winter Arts Festival Event Weekend
18  ................................................................ St Mary’s Knit and Natter
—  SEPTEMBER  —
4  ...........................................................................Woodend Farmers’ Market
10–12  ....................................................... Wine Retreat at Lancemore
15  ................................................................ St Mary’s Knit and Natter
—  OCTOBER  —
2 ................................................................. Woodend Farmers Market 

Month 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 av 5yr 

January  27.8 80.0  9.8 73.6 92.6 56.8
February 26.5 3.8 12.0 67.8 32.4 28.5

March 23.7 31.7 12.2 79.6 47.0 38.8

April 165.0 31.0 7.6 139.8 15.2 71.7

May 38.6 115.6 114.8 79.0 83.0 86.2

June 10.6 78.2 168.2 80.1

July 60.0 73.3 63.2 49.3

August 119.6 91.3 78.1 93.0

September 55.2 26.2 38.3 56.3

October 45.8 69.0 29.4 99.5

November 77.4 55.5 64.8 54.4

December 77.2 91.0 10.0 42.4

Total mm 727.4 746.6 608.4 914.8 270.2

 After a very dry April, May was quite 
wet, and we are back on target for an 

average year.
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Keeping in contact when severe 
weather strikes
When power is out, and the NBN is out, it can be very 
difficult to get information and stay in touch when severe 
weather hits. Many Woodend residents found themselves 
without phone, internet and power for many days after 
the June storm. Some locals were able to access the 
mobile network, depending on providers.
So, what are the best social media channels  to get 
information from when severe weather strikes? We’ve 
listed a few of the social media links here that you will find 
useful (if you have service). Bookmark them, follow the 
pages, click like when you can, so that you’ll get updated 
information in your Facebook and Twitter feeds.

Facebook:
• Macedon Ranges Emergency Alerts: facebook.com/

MacedonRangesEmergencyAlerts
• Woodend SES: facebook.com/woodendses
• Woodend CFA: facebook.com/WoodendCfa
• Vic Emergency: facebook.com/vicemergency
• Powercor: facebook.com/citipower.powercor

Twitter: 
• Macedon Ranges Shire Council: twitter.com/

MacedonRangesSC
• Vic Emergency: twitter.com/vicemergency
• Emergency Management Victoria: twitter.com/

EMV_news
• Agriculture Victoria: twitter.com/VicGovAg
• Powercor Australia: twitter.com/PowercorAust
• DELWP Victoria: twitter.com/DELWP_Vic
• Parks Victoria: twitter.com/ParksVictoria 

SUBMITTED BY THE NEW WOODEND STAR

Trees on high-voltage lines in North Woodend, photo P. McTaggart.

Female kangaroo a few days after the storm,  
North Woodend, photo P. McTaggart.

Remember to watch for wildlife
The Macedon Ranges Koala Project has reminded people 
of the importance of keeping an eye out for wildlife, 
as a great deal of local koala habitat has been lost and 
damaged in Woodend, Ashbourne and Trentham areas. 
As many people will be clearing up fallen trees over many 
weeks and months, it’s important to keep an eye out for 
displaced koalas and other wildlife and seek help from 
local animal welfare agencies and volunteers if needed. 
You can find out more about the Koala Project from www.
facebook.com/macedonrangeskoalaproject or  www.
mrkp.org.au
You can also contact Wildlife Victoria by phone on 8400 
7300 or www.wildlifevictoria.org.au.

SUBMITTED BY THE NEW WOODEND STAR

Three exhibitions 
rescheduled for 7–8 
August
Due to the lockdown, and fortuitously 
considering the June storm affects 
on Woodend, the three umbrella events for this year’s 
reimagined Woodend Winter Arts Festival have been 
rescheduled for 7–8 August. 

The Gallery artists of Mt Macedon
This exhibition will once again be held at the Woodend 
Neighbourhood House, and will provide many opportunities 
for children and adults to have a go at creating their own 
piece of art. Visit The Gallery at Mt Macedon Artists at the 
Woodend Neighbourhood House, Forest Street, Woodend 
from Saturday 7 August & Sunday 8 August.

Macedon Ranges Potters Exhibition 
The creative members of Macedon Ranges Potters are busy 
in their studios, finalising and choosing their best work for 
their annual exhibition, once again part of Woodend Winter 
Arts Festival. Visit the Macedon Ranges Potters at Woodend 
Community Hub, Forest St Woodend, from Saturday 7 
August & Sunday 8 August.

Crescendo, Macedon Ranges Arts Trail
A symphony of visual art is promised at Macedon 
Ranges Art Trail’s 10th exhibition. The exhibition will 
showcase paintings and drawings in all mediums, fine art 
photography, ceramics, textiles, basketry and jewellery. 
CRESCENDO will be at the Woodend Tennis Club from 
Saturday 7 August & Sunday 8 August with entry by 
donation.

SUBMITTED BY WOODEND WINTER ARTS FESTIVAL
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UPDATED: Events & timetable for the Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Festival timetable
SATURDAY 10 JULY 
10am Barry Jones at St Ambrose Hall
11.30am  A modo italiano, St Ambrose Church
1.30pm  Backstage with Max, St Ambrose Hall
2.30pm Ensemble Gombert at St Ambrose Church

SUNDAY 11 JULY
3pm    Rameau Pieces de Clavecin, St Ambrose   
    Church
5.30pm Ensemble Gombert at St Ambrose Church
TBA Special broadcast Davide Monti & Maria Cleary

SATURDAY 7 AUGUST
10am Exhibitions: Crescendo (MR Art Trail), Pottery 

Exhibition (Macedon Ranges Potters) and Look, 
Learn, Create (Gallery, Mt Macedon) all within 
walking distance 

11am Lecture on Art of Fugue, St Ambrose Church
1pm A Little Bit Mongolian, St Ambrose Hall
2pm Art of Fugue, concert in St Ambrose Church
4pm A Little Bit Mongolian, St Ambrose Hall

SUNDAY 8 AUGUST
10am Exhibitions: Crescendo (MR Art Trail), Pottery 

Exhibition (Macedon Ranges Potters) and Look, 
Learn, Create (Gallery, Mt Macedon) all within 
walking distance 

1pm MCM Winds, Passing the Torch, St Ambrose Hall
2.30pm Afternoon Jazz, St Ambrose Church
3pm Revenge, Justice and The Lost Lovelies 

Foundation St  Ambrose Hall

Rescheduled for 
2021
Our Covid-safe festival has:
• more space between 

events
• two event weekends 
• cleaning between events
• ticketed events
• reduction of large crowds

10–11 July
7–8 August

Woodend Winter Arts Festival 
rescheduled for July and August
You will have read in great detail in last month’s New 
Woodend Star all the plans for the Queen’s Birthday 
weekend for the reimagined Woodend Winter Arts Festival. 
When the Melbourne lockdown was announced, just as 
June’s issue was being printed, the contingency plans 
kicked in. Months ago, the festival committee ensured that 
there were additional weekends kept in reserve for any 
potential lockdowns or restrictions, so that the festival 
could adapt and still deliver its program in the Macedon 
Ranges. And when you consider the difficult long weekend 
in Woodend with lack of power, phone and internet, and 
blocked roads, one could suggest that the lockdown was 
actually a blessing in disguise!
The new festival dates are 10–11 July and 7–8 August, 
and all events have been successfully rescheduled. 
Patrons with tickets have either transferred to the new 
dates or changed their tickets to another event, requested 
a refund or put them towards the festival in 2022. All 
events are Covid-safe, and patrons are able to obtain a 
refund if they are unwell. 
On 10–11 July, make the most of concerts and speaking 
events in Woodend, featuring Ensemble Gombert with two 
concerts, Ensemble 642 on theorbo and baroque harp, 
and Accademia Arcadia performing Rameau’s Pieces de 
Clavecin in St Ambrose Church. 
Australian treasure Barry Jones will discuss the difficulties 
that democracy is facing in the Inaugural Sheila 
Drummond Memorial Lecture and the ever-malleable Max 
Gillies will present a range of scripts and other characters 
in Backstage with Max. Both are not to be missed!
On 7–8 August, experience a special premiere performance 
of Bach’s The Art of Fugue, followed by jazz and woodwind 
concerts and two special screenings of Michael Dillon’s A 
Little Bit Mongolian. An extra screening has been set up 
due to the change of date, so it’s worth booking early for 
this event. Dr Sally Cockburn and Beth Wilson present a 
special literary event that is a must-see! And three local 
art groups will showcase their exhibitions over this August 
weekend, all withing walking distance. 
Tickets and more information: 
woodendwinterartsfestival.org.au/program

SUBMITTED BY THE WOODEND WINTER ARTS FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
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Three exhibitions are showcased in this year’s Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

A family concern
Coming from a long line of fruiterers, Les McGowan 
has been selling fruit and vegetables to the Woodend 
community for almost 40 years – and he won’t be 
packing it in any time soon.
You might say Les McGowan was born into his name, and 
the fruit and vegetable business.
“My dad was a fruiterer at the Victoria Market for 30 years. 
His stepfather was a fruiterer there too. My uncles were all 
fruiterers. So, yes, you could say it’s in the family.”
Not only does he come from a long line of fruiterers, Les, 
his father and grandfather were all named Leslie George 
McGowan. “I was relieved to have three daughters, rather 
than another Leslie George McGowan!” said Les’ wife, 
Leanne.
After working as a teenager in his father’s fruit shop 
in Romsey and later Woodend, Les got a taste for the 
business. Like everything, trends in fruit and vegetables 
have changed over time.
“When I started back in the early eighties, avocados were 
a luxury item – but now everyone buys them. The interest 
has grown over the years. Different lines evolve over time, 
and others drop off.”
He also recalls how bananas were sold individually, rather 
than in the ‘hands’ that are common nowadays. “When 
I was a kid at the market with my dad, it was all loose 
bananas. I learnt how to wedge them all in and make 
displays.”
Les now runs the Woodend Fruit Market, which his father 
established in 1982 on the site where Milko is now located. 

Eight years later, they moved the business across the road, 
where it has remained for more than 30 years.
On weekdays, Les gets up at 2am to pick up that day’s 
produce at the Epping Market. He says he has his preferred 
suppliers, whom he knows well, and who know the quality 
he is seeking.
“When you’re in there every morning of the week, you’ve 
got your finger on the pulse. You know when something 
is going to be in short supply. You can also make sure you 
get better quality than can be found in the supermarkets. 
That’s how fruit shops like mine stay in business – by 
offering a more premium product.”
It takes Les and his team four hours to set up the shop 
each day, before the first customer arrives.
“That’s because we rotate everything – it’s not just thrown 
on the benches. It’s all rotated, all fresh. That way, when 
we open the doors at eight o’clock, it’s all looking great. 
The work behind the scenes is massive.”
Les says some of his most popular products are the ‘add-
ons’ – including flowers, eggs, bread, yoghurt and honey – 
most of which is sourced locally. The range has broadened 
even further now that the shop renovations are complete.
Despite the early starts and hard work, Les isn’t ready to 
slow down any time soon.
“I’m 58 now and I have no plans to retire. It’s a horrible 
word, I reckon, ‘retire’. While your health is there, and 
you’re still active, you’ve got to keep working.”

SUBMITTED BY TERRY LONGTON AND KATE O’CONNOR

Photo below: Leanne and Les McGowan in the new renovated shop.
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Ensemble Gombert perform Anniversaries,  two a cappella 
concerts on 12 & 13 June at St Ambrose church. 

Latest events & timetable for the Woodend Winter Arts Festival  – 12–14 June 2021

FESTIVAL EVENTS SUBMITTED BY WOODEND WINTER ARTS FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

We are proposing to revitalise and 
expand the Clarkefi eld Township as 
a carbon neutral, transit-oriented, 
walkable community with a diverse 
range of housing choice.

We would like your input!

To learn more, visit shapeclarkefi eld.com.au

Attend a webinar

In-Person Drop-In session at 
the Clarkefi eld Pub

Post your feedback online at 
shapeclarkefi eld.com.au

Have your say 
about the future of the Clarkefi eld Township

Scan me
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Photo of Cassius Clay (Sunbury) in action

Dear Editor
Regarding children’s football/soccer, I would like to wax 
lyrical about the amazing day I had on Sunday 23rd May. 
The Sunbury Community Soccer Club played against the 
Woodend Dragons at their Buffalo sports home ground. 
While I can’t tell you who won out of the various games 
that were played, and I don’t really care, the event was 
splendid! Everyone enjoyed the camaraderie, the lovely 
sunshine and the fabulous BBQ put on by Woodend. 
Congratulations to Dave Keenan & Steve Graves 
(Woodend) and Matula Osborn and Ishah Clay (Sunbury) 
for your tireless work, and to all the parents who 
attended and support this wonderful and healthy 
endeavour. 
So good to see the kids not staring at computer screens 
or phones! 
I'm looking forward to attending many more great games 
and urge all parents and grandparents of children four 
years and up to get behind these fabulous clubs. 

PETER JAMES WREFORD DAWSON, WOODEND

Vale William (Bill) van 
Smeerdijk
Bill emigrated from 
Holland to take up an 
engineer position with ICI 
(Sydney).  He then moved 
to ICI Melbourne and 
retired with wife Robyn, to 
the Newham/Cobaw area, 
where he ran a small farm. 
They have four children 
Jim, David, Andrew (dec) 
and Louise and eight 
grandchildren.
Bill was an active member 
of the Rotary Club of Woodend, a committee member 
of The New Woodend Star and a member of Woodend 
Probus.  He was also President and an active member of 
the Newham CFA. Later in life, Bill suffered from motor 
neurone disease and subsequently both he and Robyn 
moved to a nursing home in Melbourne, to be closer to 
their family.
Bill passed away peacefully at the nursing home on 17 
May this year.
A memorial service and wake for Bill van Smeerdijk is 
being held, and the family would like to welcome Bill's 
friends, former colleagues and friends of the family to 
come along to celebrate his life with them. 
Details are as follows

Date: Wednesday 14 July 2021
Time: 2.30 – 6.00pm
Venue: Mount Macedon Winery, 433 Bawden Rd, 
Woodend, Vic 3442
 If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to James 
van Smeerdijk at jvs106@gmail.com. 
In the event that Covid restrictions reduce our numbers 
or cause us to reschedule, those who register will be 
contacted regarding any revised arrangements. We can 
also advise you of a livestream option if you can't make it 
in person. 

SUBMITTED BY LOUISE VAN SMEERDIJK AND THE ROTARY CLUB OF WOODEND

If buying Australian Made, Australian Owned  
is important to you visit Endangered 

97 High Street, Woodend | 5427 1198

Specialising in Australian Made  
Homewares, Clothing and Giftware
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Tour our funeral parlour, The Sanctuary
Talk with our holistic funeral directors
Funeral Planning information
Coffin and shroud display
Funeral Bond and Prepaid Funeral
information
Advance Care Planning information 
End of Life Doula information and meet
leading Doula educator, Helen Callanan
It’s also our 9th birthday, so join us for
cake! And good coffee too!! 

Open Days
Sun 8th August  - 11am to 2pm

Mon 9th August - 4pm to 7pm

The Sanctuary, 65 Urquhart St, Woodend
www.naturalgrace.com.au    5427 3112

Everyone Welcome

Join us this Dying to Know Day 
 ~ 8th August, 2021
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Nicole Harman and Peter Machell
Mortgage Brokers

p 5427 4262 h 87 High St, Woodend 
Mortgage Choice Limited ACN 009 161 979. Australian Credit Licence 382869.

     Could you 

Save 
    Home Loan?

Talk to us today to see if you could 
get a better deal!

Young Voices of Macedon – 
Spotlight on the Vivos 
The past weeks have been challenging for everyone in 
the Macedon Ranges. For Young Voices of Macedon, an 
extended return to Zoom rehearsals was necessary as the 
Melbourne lockdown prevented our Sunbury choristers 
from travelling to Woodend. 
 Nevertheless, great progress is being made. Under the 
impressive tutelage of Jess Demare, our Vivo group of 
mainly 5–8 year olds has a current repertoire of at least 
10 songs, including part songs and a section of the finale 
of our major work, Captain Noah and His Floating Zoo. 
The Vivos sing tunefully and with a lovely tone. Having 
a strong background in dance as well as voice, Jess 
incorporates actions into all the Vivo songs in a way that 
stimulates musicality and drama in performance. We are 
indeed proud of our Vivo group.
 We would like to invite any curious singers to join our 
Open Rehearsal on Thursday 15 July, at 4.15 pm at the 
Norma Richardson Hall, Buckland St, Woodend. Visiting 
children will be invited to join in our warmups, hear the 
choir sing songs planned for our annual concert, and 
learn a new song with the choir. It will be a wonderful 
opportunity for new singers to experience what it is like to 
sing in a choir, and promises to be an afternoon full of fun!  
New members are very welcome, especially at the 
beginning of Term 3. See yvmacedon.org.au 

SUBMITTED BY JESSICA DEMARE

Photo by Kellie Flanagan - fallen tree at the Woodend Children’s Park
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macedonrangesglass.com.au
estimating@macedonrangesglass.com.au

6/5 Ladd Rd New Gisborne  Ph 5428 2899 
89E Piper St Kyneton  Ph 5422 1724

GLASS REPLACEMENTS, SHOWER SCREENS, SPLASHBACKS, MIRRORS & PET DOORS

Call a qualified  
gasfitter today.

Learn more at esv.vic.gov.au 
or call 136 186.
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In 2003 at Keatings Real Estate, we went out on a limb - in the face of strong opposition from 
many in the real estate profession - to support new legislation to ban dummy bidding1. 

Since 2003 we have also been leading the way for auction integrity by succesfully  
conducting over 120 totally transparent declared reserve price auctions that have sold from 
$127,500 to over $4m, and the call for further auction rules reform2 to require vendors' 
reserve prices to be published in all auction advertisements to stamp out the insidious 
practice of underquoting, and to improve the trustworthiness of the estate agency 
profession. 

1. See Hansard Legislative Council 21/5/2003 pages 1678-1679
2. See Hansard Legislative Assembly 25/6/2009 pages 2203-2204 and 

Legislative Assembly 13/9/2016 pages 3415 and 3426

Published Reserve Prices.
It's  how auc tions should be done  

-  done right.

Totally Transparent 
Declared Reserve Price  

Auctions

John Keating - Managing Director and Auctioneer 
john@keatings.com.au     0419 880 444
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our sustainable community

TRACTOR SERVICES
Stick/Bark Raking & Removal  |  Mowing & Mulching

Paddock clean up  |  Harrowing  |  Rotary Hoeing
Fertiliser spreading  |  Cultivating  |  Windbreaks and 

Shelterbelts  |  Wildlife Corridor preparation  
and planting

IF WE CAN HELP WITH ANY OF THE 
ABOVE GIVE US A CALL

HAYDEN: 0408 604 553

Green Sport
Is there a 
blueprint for 
environmentally 
sustainable 
sports?

Claire Poole from  
www.sportpositivesummit.
com believes there are 5 
things that clubs who are 
environmentally sustainable 
do:
1.  Get buy-in from 
the top. Your Board or 
Committee agrees to act on 
environmental issues. “Sport first and sustainability 
everywhere”,  Anne-Cecile Turner, sustainability director 
@TheOceanRace.
2. Have an environmental sustainability strategy 
or policy in place across the entire organisation.  Check 
out Birmingham County Football Associations brand 
new program called #SaveTodayPlayTomorrow.
3. Measure, monitor and report on impact. For 
example, how much plastic waste do you produce? How 
can you reduce it, can you become a zero single use 
plastic club? Have you reduced it? Celebrate!
4. Make external commitments for accountability. 
Become a member of Sports Environment Alliance 
Australia #SEA_theChange, declare a climate 
emergency, sign up to the United Nations Sports For 
Climate Action Framework.
5. Engage and educate your members, players and 
sponsors. For example, can you get everyone at the club 
enthused about planting trees by setting up a fundraiser 
with www.onetreeplanted.org.  Check out their sports 
page. Write an article for your website and the local 
paper. Essendon Football Club has partnered with the 
House of Marley and One Tree Planted . In the 2021 
home and away season The House of Marley will plant 
5 trees for every match mark taken by Essendon FC. Be 
part of United Nations Decade of Ecological Restoration 
#generationrestoration.
Remember every effort by your team counts for team 
planet, the most important thing is to be in the game 
#noplanetnoplay.
Need more ideas? Contact me at annabel.greensports@
gmail.com.

SUBMITTED BY ANNABEL SIDES - LEAD, GREEN SPORT ACTION - COOL CHANGES 
3442 - MRSC WOODEND REGION CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION PLAN

THE WOODEND
COMMUNITY
FARMERS'
MARKET

OVER 70 ARTISAN
PRODUCERS

FIRST SATURDAY
OF EVERY MONTH

9AM TO 1PM
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news, ideas and events 
Are you ready for 
the Winter Veg 
Recipe Challenge?
It’s the time of year for 
hunkering down next to the fire 
and eating warm and hearty 
stews, curries and bakes. Do you know what that means? 
The Winter Veg Recipe Challenge is just around the corner. 
In its second year, the Winter Veg Recipe Challenge is a 
celebration of local, seasonal plant-based food and the 
amazing home cooks in our region. Hosted by Veg Action, 
a group of the Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group, 
the Challenge is a chance to show off your creative and 
delicious cooking and also inspire others to eat ‘more veg, 
more often’ to improve our health and that of the planet.
Veg Action will call for recipe submissions in early 
August. We’re looking for main dishes (not sides) that 
feature winter vegetables and are either vegetarian or 
plant-based/vegan. Entrants can use other recipes for 
inspiration, but they need to include their own unique 
ingredient and/or cooking instruction changes in order 
for the recipe to be considered. Last year, Heather Potter 
submitted the winning Kale and Potato Curry (pictured) 
and Barry McDonald came a very close second, with his 
Columbian Sisters dish. We’re looking forward to being 
inspired again this year!
For more details go to: https://mrsg.org.au/mrveg-
upcoming-events or get in contact with Veg Action on 
veg@mrsg.org.au

SUBMITTED BY CLAIRE ROWLAND 

The Mount Players 
presents Love Song at 
the Mountview Theatre.                   
Our May production enjoyed a successful 
but short season as the final weekend had to be 
cancelled due to Covid restrictions. We are hoping 
to have a 'pop up’ weekend this month to complete 
Too Many Crooks, so keep an eye on our website for 
announcements.
Looking ahead (with a positive attitude), our next 
production Love Song has been cast, and is now in 
rehearsal. Talented Melbourne director Travis Handcock 
will bring this play to life on our stage in August. The 
story revolves around Beane, an exile from life – an 
oddball.  His well-meaning sister, Joan and brother-
in-law try to make time for him in their busy lives, 
but no one can get through. Following a burglary in 
Beane’s apartment, Joan is baffled to find her brother 
blissfully happy, and tries to unravel the story behind 
Beane’s mysterious new love Molly. Funny, enchanting 
and wonderfully touching, John Kolvenbach’s offbeat 
comedy is a rhapsody to the power of love in all its 
forms.
Opening on 20 August – 5 September.
For tickets and all things theatre go to www.
themountplayers.com or call 5426 1892.

SUBMITTED BY BY KAREN HUNT

L a n d s c a p e  d e s i g n  I  P a v i n g
D e c k i n g  I  P e r g o l a s

R e t a i n i n g  w a l l s  I  W a t e r  f e a t u r e s
I r r i g a t i o n  I  R e a l  &  a r t i i c i a l  t u r f

P l a n t i n g  I  E x c a v a t o r  w e t  h i r e
a n d  m u c h  m o r e

lachlan@flemingconstructions.com.au
www.flemingconstructions.com.au
0401 499 898 
Construction of New Homes, Extentions  
and Renovations in the Macedon Ranges.

B.P. No: DB - U25693   ABN: 38 610 904 398   BAV No: 058678

Send in your stories and photos; we would love to 
include them in the New Woodend Star. You can also 

advertise your business on these pages.
Send an email to content@newwoodendstar.org.au  

and we will help you though the process.
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What a rollercoaster ride we have all been through over 
the past 12 months, and haven’t we learnt over the past 
few months that it hasn’t stopped throwing us curve balls.
Woodend Neighbourhood House would like to 
acknowledge everyone who was affected in the recent 
storms. What a frightening time it was for us all – the 
devastation it caused remains. 
Woodend Neighbourhood House remains a space for 
anyone who still requires assistance, whether it be food 
relief or a space of support, or just an opportunity to 
connect. 
Woodend Neighbourhood House has established a food 
share bank, pop on in and take what you need, give what 
you can. Our wonderful volunteers have been busy at 
work and have cooked up homemade soups. These are 
available in take home packs, should anyone need them.
We would like to acknowledge the work of SES and 
CFA brigades in Woodend and surrounds, Powercor, 
and council staff and volunteers (apologies if we have 
forgotten anyone), who worked tirelessly to help our 
community during these times, and we thank them 
immensely.
To our community, I think we need to acknowledge the 
strength within our own community, the support we 
witnessed being shared with each other, the messages of 
support and offers of help to one another is a credit to our 
community.
In late July we will have the return of our much-missed 
Community Lunches (depending on restrictions). Stay 
tuned for a date. Bookings will be essential, and numbers 
will be limited.
Term 3 course brochure is now available, with a range 
of new courses and workshops available. Drop past the 
House to grab yourself a copy or visit www.woodendnh.
org.au

SUBMITTED BY MELISSA BAKER

Woodend 
Library

School Holidays and Winter Program
If you haven’t already – come and see what’s on in 
the Library these school holidays! We have a Hungry 
Caterpillar Hunt, craft activities, book displays and it’s 
warm! Our winter program is also underway. Have a look 
online to see what’s on. A couple of the events coming up 
at Woodend Library are -

Connecting the Pieces: Memoir Writing with Heather 
Blakey
This series of four narrative memoir writing workshops 
casts aside any rule books and encourages participants 
to depart from the popularised linear approach to telling 
a life story. Participants will learn to apply some tried 
and true story-weaving techniques, explore imaginative 
ideas about how to preserve their work and enjoy the 
therapeutic benefits of engaging in memoir writing. 
Numbers will be strictly limited, so you do need to 
book. Participation in all four workshops is strongly 
recommended. Sessions start on Wednesday, 4th August at 
2pm and run for an hour at the same time each week, for 
four weeks.

BeConnected Sessions
Woodend Library will run two BeConnected sessions in the 
Library over winter. These sessions aim to help people who 
are new to video calling or searching their family history 
online to find and use available services. Sessions are free!
Thursday, July 22 10am – Video Calling
Thursday, August 5 10am – Introduction to Family History
See booking and event information here: www.
goldfieldslibraries.com, or give us a call on 
5427 2074.
eLibrary
Did you know we now have Kanopy for kids, featuring 
thousands of films available for streaming – movies, 
documentaries and TV series. You can watch up to eight 
films per month. Once you play a film you have three days 
to watch that title an unlimited number of times.
https://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/elibrarykids
See you in the Library! 

SUBMITTED BY EMMA AND MANDY
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This was one of the key messages Rob Pradolin, founder 
and executive director of Housing All Australians (HAA), 
recently shared with the members of Rotary Club of 
Woodend.
There is growing concern that housing affordability, 
homelessness and lack of affordable and social housing is 
a huge issue facing our society. 
HAA believes it is in Australia’s long-term economic 
interest to provide housing for all its people; rich or poor. 
Just like the provision of roads, schools and hospitals, 
HAA believes that safe, affordable and stable housing 
is a necessity for every Australian to be productive and 
contribute to society. 
 “We have formed an informed view that Australia’s 
chronic shortage of affordable, social and public housing 
is set to create an intergenerational time bomb where 
the future economic costs of managing the unintended 
consequences of homelessness, such as mental and 
physical health, family violence, policing, justice and long-
term welfare dependency, will explode,” said Rob. 
After a career working in property and housing 
development, Rob decided we could not afford to wait 
for government to address these issues. This led him to 
establish HAA as a not for profit bringing together the 
private sector to lead a number of key initiatives:
• immediate action to provide pop up shelters 

using vacant properties including those awaiting 
development approval;

• an economic study for Australia to create the business 
case for investing in housing as infrastructure;

• a national affordable housing model to create a long 
term housing supply; and 

• Built To Rent opportunities using leased government 
or church land, at a peppercorn rent.

Underpinning all this is a national marketing strategy 
to raise awareness of issues such as how our system 
effectively forces Australia’s superfunds to invest billions 
overseas in housing Americans and practically nothing in 
Australia and the alarming statistic that women over 50 
years of age are the fastest growing group of homeless in 
Australia.
HAA is already working on a film called Under Cover. 
This film is due to be released next year and is supported 
by Film Victoria  and Screen Australia as well as Rotary 
Australia and New Zealand and a growing list of 
companies.
To find out more about HAA’s work please visit www.
housingallaustralians.org.au and to see more about the 
film https://www.undercoverdocumentary.com 

Photo: L-R Rotarians Grant Hocking, Rosemary Guyatt and Robert 
Pradolin, Housing All Australians

RCW through its Homelessness and Affordable Housing 
Committee is working on these issues in our community. 
Last month our Trivia Quiz raised of $3500 for the Sunbury 
Cobaw Community Health Emergency Homeless Fund and 
once again Woodend overwhelmed us with support for our 
annual Blankets, Coats and Swags drive.
To find out more about Rotary’s Homelessness and 
Affordable Housing Committee please contact: Josephine 
Falzarano 0407 271 628      

SUBMITTED BY DEIDRE WILLMOTT

 

Did you know that middle class 
women over 50 are the fastest 
growing cohort of homeless in 
Australia?

Chartered Accountants
• Business Advisory
• Accounting and Taxation Services
• Superannuation
• Audit and Assurance
• Bookkeeping Service
• Corporate and Administrative Services 

17 Nicholson Street, Woodend 
T: 03 5427 8100   |   E: info@lmck.com.au
www.langleymckimmie.com.au
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Barristers & Solicitors

Resolving family and 
criminal law matters with 
respect and legal expertise JS Law

Family Law (parenting & property) • Criminal Law
Intervention Orders (family violence) • Wills

2/34 Urquhart Street, Woodend (also at 72 Queen St, Bendigo) by appointment only
For an appointment, call 03 5444 1181 • admin@jslaw.com.au • www.jslaw.com.au 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation

Woodend General

HOME     GARDEN     FAMILY 

100 High Street Woodend. 5427 1695 
Monday - Saturday: 9.30-5pm, Sunday: 10-4pm 

Closed Tuesday. 
woodendgeneral.com.au 

Draft Rural Land Use Strategy
Council has prepared the draft Rural Land Use Strategy, 
which seeks to update the policy direction for rural land 
in the Macedon Ranges Shire to account for the changes 
to regulation, land use and development since the 2002 
Macedon Ranges Rural Land Use Strategy was introduced.  
Consultation on the draft Rural Land Use Strategy will be 
commencing in the coming weeks, from mid-July. If you 
wish to be notified of the pending consultation please 
email strategicplanning@mrsc.vic.au.  
The Macedon Ranges Shire’s location within Melbourne’s 
peri-urban region has, and will continue to have, a 
significant influence on the shire.  
Significant issues facing the shire’s rural areas include:
• Population growth and employment opportunities in 

adjoining shires;
• Growth pressures within the shire;
• Land banking;
• Contraction of commercial scale farming to the 

northern and north-eastern parts of the shire;
• Increased rural lifestyle development and land use 

conflict, particularly in the south-east of the shire and 
Calder Freeway corridor.

• Rural land uses changing to a mix of viticulture, hobby 
farming, rural lifestyle, environmental living and 
tourism; and 

• The emergence of the equine industry as a significant 
and growing sector.

• The draft Rural Land Use Strategy recommends a 
number of changes to zones and overlays to address 
these issues, including: 

• Rezoning land between Woodend and Malmsbury to 
the Rural Activity Zone;

• Rezoning land between Mount Macedon and the 
Cobaw Ranges to the Farming Zone;

• Introduce the Environmental Significance Overlay to 
recognise the biolink areas;

• Rezoning land to the north of the Cobaw Ranges, the 
western tip of the Cobaw Range, and to the west of the 
Lauriston Reservoir to Rural Conservation Zone.

A copy of the draft Rural Land Use Strategy can be found 
on Council’s website mrsc.vic.gov.au/rural-land.

SUBMITTED BY MONICA HILL

You can now find us 
on-line at

www.pestle.com.au

4/130 High St
Woodend

5427 4500
Call us if you need something specific and 

we can deliver to your door.
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Message from your councillors
As I am sure everyone is aware, June has been a particularly 
trying month. With two weeks of restrictions due to 
COVID-19 affecting many of our businesses, followed 
by power outages, building damage and vegetation 
destruction from the storms of Wednesday 9th June many 
of our usual activities have not been able to occur.
Council staff, as always, have worked hard to keep the 
community safe throughout this time.
We would like to thank all council staff involved, 
particularly our customer service, emergency response 
team and on the ground cleanup crews. A huge thank you 
also to all SES, CFA and neighbourhood house volunteers, 
as well as all brilliant community members, for ensuring 
everyone was kept informed, fed, safe and warm. It was 
wonderful, and not surprising, to see how everyone took 
the time to check on each other.
Behind the scenes this month, Councillors and council 
staff have been considering the budget, and we thank 
you for all your submissions. We had a great many from 
members of the Woodend Golf Club and Woodend Heskett 
Football Netball club.

By the time of publication of this July issue we should have 
just endorsed the final budget.
We will continue to work on the council plan and vision, 
following on from the Deliberative Citizens’ Assembly’s 
work.
Our new CEO, Bernie O’Sullivan, has been on the job for six 
weeks now, and all of the above has kept him, and us, very 
busy. 
We may not have been out and about as much, due to 
Covid and the storms, but we have continued to receive 
calls and emails from residents and appreciate all the 
feedback you have been giving us. Many questions are 
best asked of council staff via the customer service desk on 
54220333 or through email at mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au.
If we request that you do this, it is not because we don’t 
care, but because we know you will get the best response 
from an expert in the area, and your enquiry will be 
officially logged and followed up. At times we can get quite 
inundated with calls and emails, so apologies in advance 
if one slips through. We all try to acknowledge receipt and 
get back to you as soon as we can. Please make contact 
again if you do not get a response back. 
I hope things improve in July, and everyone is able to keep 
warm during the colder days and nights.
Take care of yourselves and one another.

SUBMITTED BY WEST WARD COUNCILLORS: MARK RIDGEWAY, JANET PEARCE AND 
JENNIFER ANDERSON

Do you know a young person aged 12–25 years doing 
amazing things in our community? 
Tell us about the inspiring young people in your life by 
nominating them for Macedon Ranges Shire Council’s 
annual Youth Awards, which celebrate and recognise the 
incredible achievements of young people in the shire. 
“I felt very privileged getting the award,” said Shyla 
McPhail, our 2020 winner in the Good deeds nomination 
category, “I would recommend that many people stand up 
and nominate someone that is doing something amazing.”
Nominations are now open and can be for any young 
person or group of young people, aged 12–25 years who 
live, work or attend school in the Macedon Ranges.
Award categories: 

• Will power: young people who show real character 
and perseverance, especially in the face of adversity

• Good deeds: young people who give their time and 
energy to activities that support the wellbeing of 
another individual, group or community.

• Pure imagination: young people pursuing their 
passion for creativity through the arts.

• Nicely played: young people kicking recreational and 
physical activity goals.

• Skilling it: young people excelling in a mentorship 
program, workplace or business.

• Well aware: young people who shine a light on 
important issues/social causes, and raise awareness 
in the community.

Submit a nomination online at mrsc.vic.gov.au/
youthawards

Nominations close on 11.59pm on Sunday 8 August.
Winners will be announced and celebrated at a special 
event on Wednesday 15 September at Kyneton Town Hall.
For more information, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/youthawards 
or contact Terence at Youth Services at tjaensch@mrsc.vic.
gov.au   

SUBMITTED BY MONICA HILL

Nominations open for Council’s 2021 Youth Awards 
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KN231963/M

• oilskin dog coats
• high protein pellets for chooks
• great lucerne hay - delivered 
• milk, bottles and supplements 

for new-born lambs
• horse feeds to help your elderly 

companions keep on weight

Winter is here WoodendWinter is here Woodend
We are here to help keep your stock and pets 

happy with top quality feed and accessories. 

Country Living Covered
Ring us for free local deliveries – 5427 2753

Call us today on 1300 314 280 or visit macedonrangesdigital.com.au

Macedon 
Ranges
Digital

Macedon Ranges Digital

Get a custom responsive website  
and enhance your online 
presence.

We are your local one-stop shop 
for online retail stores, SEO 
optimised sites and we even 
manage hosting.

Fast track your business today 
with a website that works hard 
for you!

Is your business based in the Macedon Ranges? 

WE’RE LOCALS, JUST LIKE YOU  |  GROW YOUR BUSINESS  |  YOUR DIGITAL PARTNER

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 acts under its own Australian Financial
Services Licence number and under an agreement with a range of insurers.  A1404742 OUT_2152753,

Bendigo insurance
The unexpected happens.

With Bendigo Bank, you'll have insurance to rely on.

To protect what matters to you, search Bendigo Bank
Insurance.

Community Bank • Trentham 5424 1608

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 acts under its own Australian Financial
Services Licence number and under an agreement with a range of insurers.  A1404742 OUT_2152753,

Bendigo insurance
The unexpected happens.

With Bendigo Bank, you'll have insurance to rely on.

To protect what matters to you, search Bendigo Bank
Insurance.

Community Bank • Trentham 5424 1608

woodend
hydronic heating & cooling

For more information contact:
Chris Short  
m: 0400 774 302 email: info@woodendhydronicheating.com.au

Specialising in new builds  
& existing homes

Stylish, clean, silent energy 
efficient heating

Locally based & servicing the 
surrounding areas

Refrigerated Cooling
• Wall hung split systems
• Cassette units
• Ducted units
• Bulkhead hideaway units

Hydronic Heating
• Radiator panels
• Heated towel rails
• Slab heating
• Trench element
• Wood fired boilers
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Macedon ranges clubs receive 
further support to promote 
gender equality 
Community sporting organisations across the state will 
benefit from further funding to help level the playing field 
for women and girls, thanks to the government’s Change 
Our Game initiative. 
Eighty-six community sport and recreation organisations 
from across Victoria have been successful in receiving a 
Change Our Game Community Activation Grant, funding 
more than $430,000 worth of grants. 
Member for Macedon, Mary-Anne Thomas, announced 
that locally, Woodend-Hesket Football Netball Club and 
Riddells Creek Tennis Club will share in $7,550. 
Woodend-Hesket Football Netball Club has received 
$5,050 to ‘Celebrate Women at the Nest’ – an event to 
celebrate women and girls, by bringing together players, 
parents, supporters and volunteers from the three clubs 
in Woodend to support active participation, pathways 
for the future and further gender equality at the club. 
Riddells Creek Tennis Club has received $2,500 for a tennis 
coaching program for girls – providing tennis coaching 
lessons with a qualified coach for one hour a week for 10 
weeks during the school term, for 10 girls aged between 10 
and 12 years. 

“Congratulations to both Woodend-Hesket Football 
Netball Club and Riddells Creek Tennis Club on their 
successful applications,” said Ms Thomas. “It’s fantastic 
to see so many women and girls in the Macedon Ranges 
getting active and involved in grassroots sport.”
Applications for this round broke Change Our Game 
records, with more than $1.1million worth of submissions 
registered, reinforcing the demand for programs that 
celebrate and showcase women and girls in all levels of 
sport and recreation. 
This round offered three streams of funding to support 
clubs in driving participation, providing organisational 
training and development, and to showcase women and 
girls’ achievements. 
Since 2017, more than 380 Change Our Game grants have 
been awarded, and this work will continue, following the 
recent 2021-22 Victorian State budget announcement of 
$11.6 million to fund the continuation of the Office for 
Women in Sport and Recreation. 
For more information about the Change Our Game 
programs, visit www.changeourgame.vic.gov.au 

SUBMITTED BY BELLA MANSON

Photo credit: Anne-Louise Lindner (Woodend-Hesket FNC)
From back left – Jane Dwyer (First aid trainer at WJFNC), Emily Lindner 

(senior member), Chloe McDonald (junior member), Hannah Dwyer 
(junior member), Chelsea Alcaraz (senior member) and Anne-Louise 

Lindner (coach and committee member WHFNC) – far right

WOODEND 

COMPUTER
SERVICE

Jason johnson  - 0400528129

Sales - Service - Training & Help 

pcs@live.com.au

THE BANK - 75 HIGH ST WOODEND

Authorised by Lisa Chesters, ALP, 16 Myers St, Bendigo

ADVERTISEMENT

• Assist with access to Federal Government 
Departments and agencies

• Advise on current Government funding 
programs, including grants

• Arrange congratulatory messages for 
significant wedding anniversaries and 
birthdays

AS YOUR FEDERAL 
MEMBER I CAN:

LISA CHESTERS MP

Federal Member for Bendigo

EAST BENDIGO COLES
Corner McIvor Hwy and Michael Street East Bendigo

EAGLEHAWK IGA
93 Victoria Street Eaglehawk

LONG GULLY IGA
3 Wood Street Long Gully

KANGAROO FLAT IGA
141 High Street Kangaroo Flat

MAIDEN GULLY IGA
737 Calder Highway, Maiden Gully

EPSOM WOOLWORTHS
16-40 Howard Street, Epsom

Federal Member for Bendigo

LISA CHESTERS MP

PO Box 338 Bendigo 3552,  
Cnr Williamson & Myers Sts, Bendigo
P: 03 5443 9055 • F: 03 5443 9736 
E: lisa.chesters.mp@aph.gov.au 

 @LMChesters •  /LisaChestersBendigo
www.lisachesters.org
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� FAMILY LAW CHILDREN  

� FAMILY LAW PROPERTY  

� FIXED PRICE CONVEYANCING  

� BUSINESS SALE & PURCHASE 

� INTERVENTION ORDERS  

� ESTATES & PROBATE 

� WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

Experience l Understanding l  Commitment 
 

 

Monday to Friday 8.30am – 5.30pm 
74 High Street, Woodend, 5427 2477    

 

chinkasteel.leapweb.com.au 

community round-up

It has certainly been a difficult start to June. Firstly, with 
the fourth lockdown and secondly with the tragedy of the 
horrific storms that hit our state last week.
Our thoughts go out to the many people who have been 
affected by this devastation.
It will undoubtedly take a great deal of time to return to 
some form of normality.
U3A Kyneton has restricted activities due to the recent 
Victorian Government Covid requirements. 
Please refer to our website for further details and updates:  
https://u3akyneton.org.au/, email: info@u3akyneton.org.
au or call the Secretary, Roni on 5422 2552, President Peter 
on 0439 360 763 or view our Facebook page www.facebook.
com/u3akyneton.
Take care everyone.

SUBMITTED BY JAN MCCOLL

Woodend Probus Club news
Woodend Probus Club held the first meeting of the year 
in May, at our new venue in the Scout Hall, 41 Forest 
Street, Woodend. Owing to Covid-19 restrictions, the June 
meeting was cancelled, but the Annual General Meeting 
of the Club was held at the Hanging Rock Winery on June 
10. The Club is also cautiously organising monthly trips 
and outings, which include social gatherings at local 
restaurants, visits to art galleries and museums, day trips 
to local events and attractions, as well as longer journeys. 
The next trip is planned to be in the Loddon Valley area 
based at Wedderburn.
Woodend Probus Club is an association that promotes 
fun, friendship and fellowship for retired and semi-
retired people. It usually meets on the first Thursday 
of each month, with an invited speaker to give a 
presentation on an interesting topic. The Club is seeking 
new members who are retired or not in full-time work. 
Visitors are welcome to attend at no cost. Contact either 
Diane (0438 585 664) or Henry (0425 784 597), email 
woodendprobus@hotmail.com, or visit our website www.
probussouthpacific.org/microsites/woodendanddistricts

SUBMITTED BY HENRY ROBERTS

Young Warblers finally getting 
started!
After some Covid-related delays last year, we’re excited 
to announce the start of the Young Warblers! The Young 
Warblers will share some ideas (and songs) with the 
Woodend Warblers – it’s all about having fun, for all 
voices. Led by Andrew Price, from the Woodend Warblers, 
and Elly McKinnon, from Elly’s Music Playtime, kids will 
learn a range of fun songs – some in unison and some with 
simple harmonies – while making new friends in an 
inclusive, supportive environment.  Intended for school 
aged kids from 5-15, we’re meeting every Wednesday 
afternoon from 4:15 to 5:45 at Norma Richardson Hall 
in Buckland St, Woodend.  Numbers are limited, so 
it’s necessary to book, but single sessions (and term 
bookings) are available at this link: www.trybooking.com/
BRZWT. For more info, contact Andrew on 0419 604 444 or 
email youngwarblers@gmail.com 

SUBMITTED BY ANDREW PRICE

Elly’s Music Playtime 
comes to Woodend
Weekly music and movement 
sessions for toddlers and 
preschoolers are coming to Woodend 
in the form of the popular program, 
Elly’s Music Playtime. This program 
began in Sunbury, where musician 
Elly McKinnon began hosting age-
appropriate group musical experiences for children and 
their caregivers, with a focus on providing opportunities 
for social interaction and connection. Very quickly, a new 
community of mini musos started growing. Lisa Phillips 
of Sunbury says “I take my 2-year-old son to Elly’s music 
playtime, and we both absolutely love it! Elly is very 
warm and welcoming, and the environment is super-
friendly. so much music-based fun that has been amazing 
for my son’s confidence and fun for me too!” Elly’s 
Music Playtime is coming to Woodend every Tuesday 
at 9.40am at Norma Richardson Hall (Buckland Street, 
Woodend) beginning 13th July. Spaces are limited and 
bookings are essential.  To book a trial session or make 
a term booking go to www.trybooking.com/eventlist/
ellysmusicplaytime.  For more information, Elly can be 
found at www.facebook.com/ellysmusicplaytime or 
ellysmusicplaytime@gmail.com.

SUBMITTED BY ANDREW PRICE
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community round-up

5427 2486
Shop 1-3 115 High Street Woodend

www.bourkies.com.au

OPEN DAILY  
from 7am

Soup and Share evening
As part of our mission to support the Woodend 
community, the Woodend Neighbourhood House invites 
you to share a bowl of soup on Sunday July 11th, from 
6:00pm – 8:00pm. All are welcome, and you are welcome 
to bring a snack to share.
We’ll bring the soup. See you at the House, 47 Forest St, 
Woodend.
There is no charge, but registrations are required for 
catering and COVID contact-tracing purposes.
Please register here: 5427 1845 or www.woodendnh.org.
au

Continuing a 'Connect Woodend' conversation
We last came together in April to hear from Steve 
Pascoe about his experience in other disaster-impacted 
communities. This July gathering will give us the 
opportunity to make sense of our own recent storm 
experience. We will also be able to share tips for managing 
through this next period.
This conversation will continue our journey to 
form connections between groups, have informal 
conversations, support each other, and lead to potential 
partnerships.
Interested individuals and community group members are 
welcome, and we’ll see you from 7:00 to 8:30 at Woodend 
RSL on July 28th. 
We will have another conversation in October 2021. 

Please register here: www.woodendnh.org.au
Further updates on what is happening at the House 
can be found at www.woodendnh.org.au. 

As always, if you are in need or have a great community 
idea, please call out.  Tel: 5427 1845.

SUBMITTED BY MELISSA BAKER
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  Landscape projects
  Fire prevention cleanup
  Large scale mechanical raking
  Paddock slashing
  Driveway renovation
  Confined space excavation
  Gorse and blackberry removal
  Mowing and brushcutting
  Window cleaning
  Gutter cleaning
  Pre-sale property preparation
  ALL THE HARD STUFF

FAST RESPONSE
www.terrysgroundcrew.com.au 

No time...too much to do...call the crew
Enjoy your precious weekends.

TGC’s

Parent network group
A group for parents and carers of young people up to the 
age of 25 who identify as LGBTIQA+ is holding its quarterly 
meeting next month.  
Parents Empowering Rainbow Kids (PERK) is an informal 
networking group that provides information and support 
for parents, as well as the opportunity to connect. 
Coordinated by Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health’s 
WayOut program, group meetings are held in different 
locations across the Macedon Ranges, according to the 
preference of group members.
Research has shown that young people with diverse 
sexuality and gender identities experience higher rates of 
anxiety, eating disorders, depression, social phobia and 
suicidal thoughts than their peers.  Having the support 
of parents and other family members has been found 
to improve the mental health of young people. Previous 
PERK group members have reported that connecting with 
other parents of LGBTIQA+ children has given them the 
confidence to offer more effective support and a deeper 
understand of what their child is going through.
The next meeting is on Wednesday 14 July 5.30-7.00pm in 
Woodend.  For further information please contact WayOut 
on 5421 1666 or email healthpromotion@scchc.org.au. 

SUBMITTED BY SARAH TURNER

Refreshments provided | RSVP required

An informal quarterly network 
providing information, connection and support 

for parents and carers of LGBTIQA+ young people.
 

WayOut - Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health
1300 026 229 | healthpromotion@scchc.org.au

PERK
Parents Empowering Rainbow Kids

SUNBURY AND COBAW COMMUNITY HEALTH
PRESENTS

Next meeting - Woodend
Wednesday 14th July 2021

5.30-7.00pm
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Est. 1861

TAKEAWAY & DELIVERY

Takeaway 12:00 – 2.30pm and 5:00 – 8:00pm
Bottle shop open until 9:00pm

@victoriahotelwoodend

Takeaway & Delivery - 7 days a week

Cases from $59.99
Full Holgate range
+ local gin & wine

Holgate Brewhouse 
Taproom Bottleshop 

on Anslow Street

HolgateBrewhouse.com

Takeaway Meals
Order online

Introduction
The wines this month come from a producer that many 
wouldn’t have heard of, yet was one of the first close 
planted Pinot Noir vineyards in Victoria back in 1987, 
nestled on one of the cooler sites in the region just outside 
Tylden. The yields are small, and the wines see a large 
proportion of new oak and are typically released after a 
decade of vintage. There is a nod to Burgundy here, with 
the wines more about structure and savoury appeal than 
primary fruit. The wines reviewed are still available from 
the producer. 
 

2003 Pegeric Pinot Noir
Macedon Ranges is one of the few regions where Pinot 
Noir, nearing its 20th birthday, has a chance of still being 
alive and interesting, with this release from Pegeric sitting 
in that category. The nose is on the secondary character 
spectrum, and it is more about mushroom, earth and 
beef stock than red berry fruits. The palate is light on its 
feet, with tannins and acidity combining to give drive and 
texture; red cherry is wrapped up with earthen appeal to 
finish. The acidity will see the wine plateau for a number 
of years to come. A truly food friendly wine.

Rating: 93 | Price: $65 | When to Drink: 2021 - 2027
 

2009 Pegeric Pinot Noir
The most recent release from Pegeric, which is 
remarkable, given the wine is already 12 years old. The 
vineyard was one of the first close-planted to Pinot Noir 
when established in 1987, at an elevation of 635 meters 
in the Macedon Ranges. The wine was aged in a large 
proportion of new French oak, prior to extended bottle 
age.
With a light red hue that is tending to auburn at the 
rim, the nose gives secondary aromatics of sous bois 
(mushroom, leaves, undergrowth) and wood-derived 
spice. The palate shows what the Macedon Ranges can do 
with time; acidity is still textural and lithe, with tannins 
now supple and taking on both earth and gentle spice; 
fruit tends to red cherry with impressive length and fine 
lines of acidity that give the impression the wine will keep 
evolving for years to come.

Rating: 95 | Price: $65 |  When to Drink: 2021 - 2028

SUBMITTED BY PATRICK ECKEL

the good guide
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Invites you to 

WINE RETREAT:  
MACEDON RANGES 
10th to 12th September 2021 

At Lancemore Macedon Ranges 
 

Escape for a luxury, immersive (2-night, 3-day) wine & food weekend. 

Taste more than 20 wines (valued at $3,000+) – wine masterclasses, 
Champagne brunch, games, regional menus, and time to relax. 

Learn about and taste Macedon Ranges Chardonnay, Pinot Noir & 
Sparkling – next to French Burgundy & Champagne. 

Special guests & wines – Michael Dhillon (Bindi), Ben Rankin, 
(Wilimee), Curly Flat, Domaine Leroy, Domaine Taupenot-

Merme, Champagne Bollinger, and many more. 

Winemakers panel and 5-course wine-matched tasting menu dinner 
by Executive Chef Travis Ray (formerly Lake House Daylesford). 

Book & info woodendwinestore.com.au/wine-retreat 
(03) 5427 2228 or caz@woodendwinestore.com.au 
Early bird tickets until 30 June 2021 
Strictly limited to 30 guests. 

 

 

Proudly supported by the Macedon Ranges Vignerons Association. 



| 26 | VOLUME 25  |  ISSUE 6 | JULY 2021

  Spectacles

  Sunglasses

  Cataract Assessments

  Contact Lenses

  Macula Screening

  Kids Vision

Your LOCAL Optometrists

www.kosmacandclemens.com.au
5427 4577

your local health & wellbeing experts

Help for addictive behaviour
An addictive behaviours self-help group for women has 
started up again in Kyneton. Delivered by Sunbury and 
Cobaw Community Health, SMART Recovery helps people 
with any kind of addictive behaviour set realistic goals 
and identify triggers and teaches techniques to cope with 
urges and cravings.
Unlike other support groups, there is a focus on what is 
currently happening in a person’s life, rather than looking 
at the past, and participants seek ways to support others 
in the group to look to the future and make changes to 
their behaviour. 
“The emphasis in the meetings is on changing the 
behaviour, not changing the person,” says Julie Sutcliffe, 
group facilitator and counsellor at Sunbury and Cobaw 
Community Health.  “Group members are the experts in 
their recovery, and they are encouraged to give feedback 
about what works for them from their lived experience.”
Katherine has been attending the SMART Recovery 
meetings for the last six months and values the support 
that she gets from her peers in the group. “Getting support 
for my issues with eating has helped me find ways to 
achieve more balance in my life. I don’t feel so alone, as 
the other women in group are experiencing similar issues 
and are there to support me and share the pain.”
Anne says that the best thing about the group has been 
that she no longer feels like she is having to keep her 
drinking hidden. “I have come to realise that I tend to 
drink when I’m alone, and attending the meetings has 
given me a greater understanding and the ability to make 
different choices.”
The meetings take place on Thursdays at 1.30pm at 1 
Caroline Chisholm Drive Kyneton, and women can attend 
as they feel the need to. Contact Julie Sutcliffe on 5421 
1666 / Julie.sutcliffe@scchc.org.au for more details, or to 
register.

SUBMITTED BY SARAH TURNER
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REFRESH,  
REVITALISE 

   Anti-Ageing Facials
+ Peels
 Microdermabrasion
 Cosmetic Injectables

5428 8800 
3/31 Brantome St, Gisborne 
www.thespa.com.au

+ RENEW
  
 Massages
 Waxing
 Manicures + Pedicures

Micro Needling

your local health & wellbeing experts

Macedon Ranges and Hepburn Shire residents will have 
access to another local vaccine provider, through the 
expansion of Central Highlands Rural Health’s COVID-19 
Vaccination Centre at Kyneton Health. Working with the 
Loddon-Mallee Vaccination Hub based at Bendigo Health, 
Kyneton Health’s COVID-19 Vaccination Centre will open its 
doors to people in phases 1a, 1b and 2a, including those 
over 40, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 
16 and over, adults with an underlying medical condition 
or significant disability, healthcare workers and other 
critical and high-risk workers. The clinic will administer 
both AstraZeneca and Pfizer vaccinations in line with 
government guidelines and is likely to open to the public 
mid to late June. 
Central Highlands Rural Health CEO Maree Cuddihy said, 
“We will be running a very small community vaccine clinic 
initially, most likely on a Tuesday morning. We’re still 
seeing huge numbers of people for COVID-19 swabbing 
and we need to be able to continue to offer this very 
important service to our community. The expansion of our 
Vaccination Centre to phase 2a will be in addition to other 
providers in our community such as GPs, who are already 
doing a great job vaccinating locals.”
Community members wishing to get a COVID-19 
vaccination at Kyneton Health will need to visit the 
Central Highlands Rural Health website to book (booking 
portal coming soon), as walk-in appointments will not be 
available. 
“Unlike the bigger vaccination hubs, we will have a limited 
number of vaccines on our clinic days. We want to make 
this as user friendly as possible for our community, and 
we think an online booking system will give patients 
easy visibility of vaccine availability at Kyneton Health. 
They’ll be able to make the choice that best suits their 
circumstances on whether to come to us for their vaccine, 
or go elsewhere,” Ms Cuddihy said. 
The COVID-19 Vaccination Centre at Kyneton Health 

initially opened in mid-March for healthcare and other 
frontline workers in category 1a. In line with government 
guidelines, it expanded to include phase 1b in April. 
Central Highlands Rural Health offered the first round of 
COVID-19 vaccines to its Aged Care residents in Trentham, 
Daylesford and Creswick in March and continues to work 
with both the Loddon-Mallee and Grampians Vaccination 
Hubs on the ongoing vaccination rollout across the region. 
With people aged 40 years and over now being urged 
to get their first dose of vaccine, Ms Cuddihy is proud of 
Central Highlands Rural Health’s role in supporting the 
community with the long-term containment of COVID-19.
“Right now, we’re hearing two very important messages – 
if you have the slightest symptoms, get tested; and, if you 
are aged 40 years and over, get vaccinated. It’s fantastic 
that Central Highlands Rural Health will be able to offer 
both services to our local community,” Ms Cuddihy said. 
The COVID-19 Vaccination Centre will open mid to late 
June at Kyneton Health, 7-25 Caroline Chisholm Drive, 
Kyneton.  Bookings will be required through an online 
booking system (coming soon). Please check the website 
www.chrh.org.au for more information.  

SUBMITTED BY HELEN EDWARDS

Central Highlands Rural Health expands 
vaccination centre in Kyneton
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Sharing stories and talking about 
life and death isn’t always easy, 

but it’s important for your family. 
Have the conversation now.

Complete the 'Your Goodbye' booklet 
to outline your wishes.

For your complimentary copy of the 
Your Goodbye and Your Story Booklets 

contact Kelly Scott at 
kelly@tjscottandson.com.au 

or phone or phone 03 54226455

GoodbyeYOUR

Goodbye
Honouring life

The trouble is, 
we all think we have time.  
It's time to have the 
conversation with those you 
love about your funeral.

Complete the 'Your Goodbye' booklet to 
outline your wishes.

For your complimentary copy of the Your Goodbye 
and Your Story Booklets contact Kelly Scott at 
kelly@tjscottandson.com.au or phone 03 54226455

GoodbyeYOUR

Goodbye
Honouring life

your local health & wellbeing experts

Celebrating National

Diabetes Week

11th - 17th July 2021

Diabetes - don't sugar coat it
Talk to one of our GP's about managing your diabetes.

For appointments, call 8373 5420 or book online at

www.rangesmedical.com.au
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FAIRHURST 
CONVEYANCING

Pre-bookings essential to ensure prompt service  

1300 85 35 75
info@macedonrangeschauffeurcars.com.au

safe – reliable –  friendly   
prompt – polite – clean

All Types of Cars 
for All Occassions

We offer pick-up & drop offs*
◆ wedding ◆ debutante ball ◆  
◆ to & from work ◆ airport ◆

◆ sporting event ◆ shopping trip ◆ 
Looking after the Macedon Ranges

*baby seats available    
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Find out more at  
westernwater.com.au/frost

Avoid a frozen 
meter this winter

A frozen meter or 
pipe can stop your 
water flow

Protect your 
meter with a 
box or blanket

Greater Western Water 
– Woodend’s new water 
corporation
Greater Western Water is the new water and sewerage 
service provider for the Woodend community.
The new water corporation began operating on 1 July 2021, 
following months of planning to bring together Western 
Water and City West Water.
Led by Maree Lang as the inaugural Managing Director, 
Greater Western Water services an extensive area; spanning 
3700 km² to cover Melbourne’s CBD, outer and inner west, 
as well as regional towns, including much of the Macedon 
Ranges.
Greater Western Water is well placed to service the 
Woodend community and will be finding new ways to 
provide a better service to its customers, ensuring a more 
secure water supply and reducing bills into the future.
Customers are advised that their bills and payment 
arrangements will continue as usual, but they will now 
come from Greater Western Water.
The bills will have new branding and name but there’s 
nothing customers need to do differently. Bills will continue 
to be issued three times a year. Payment plans, concessions 
and direct debit agreements will remain in place under the 
new name.
Charges for water and sewerage services are updated from 
1 July. For more information, visit gww.com.au

SUBMITTED BY JESSICA  JORQUERA

• Property and Conveyancing  • Criminal Law
• Family Law  • Wills and Estates  • Commercial Law

• Employment Law  • Appearing in Castlemaine Court

Please contact us on 5422 6500
8 Jennings St, Kyneton    email: psr@psr.net.au  

PALMER, STEVENS & RENNICK
Barristers & Solicitors

all Courts
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Fantastic work in the face 
of a storm

Woodend CFA volunteers had a very busy couple 
of days during and after the storm that struck the 
region on June 9 and 10.
We attended 11 official callouts in a 20-hour 
period from Wednesday night to Thursday afternoon, 
starting with the sand bagging of a property from flood 
damage. Then one after the other, we were called to 
power lines and poles on fire, clearing roads of fallen 
trees, smoke alarms, chimney fires, a serious gas leak, 
a structure collapse due to a falling tree and assisting 
Woodend SES on a number of jobs.
Crews worked through Wednesday night into the 
early hours of Thursday morning, when it became too 
dangerous to be ‘out there’. Members had a few hours’ rest 
before the first callout Thursday morning.
Our tanker also worked all day Friday on a Task Force 
clearing trees, roads and properties on Mt Macedon.
As well as the great work by Woodend CFA crews, we had 
25 individual members involved – most for the whole time, 
and we want to salute the efforts of the Woodend SES and 
Mt Macedon Group Brigades working long hours in very 
difficult conditions.

Woodend CFA ... From our community, for our 
community!
 The Woodend CFA is a 100% Volunteer Brigade, like all CFA 
Brigades in the Macedon Ranges, with a proud volunteer 
history going back over 126 years

Congratulations to new volunteers 
In the last 12 months, we have welcomed a number of 
new volunteers to join the Woodend CFA: Ian Gostelow, Jo 
Hambling, Nick McCarthy and Renato Wolf.
Some members are currently completing their General 
Fire Fighter training– Richard Jefferson, Cara Nolan, Adam 
Walduck and Stuart Hanlon – and who will soon become 
operational members of the brigade.
We have also been very fortunate to welcome Dr Anne-
Marie McKinnon to the brigade, to assist with our 
forthcoming rehab program.
Following a recent recruitment campaign, having not been 
able to welcome new members during the pandemic of 

2020, we will soon have another group begin their General 
Fire Fighter training.

Welcome all to the Woodend CFA team!
We have lost a number of members for various reasons, 
and we thank you all for your contribution to the Woodend 
community over many years – all the best to Kim Tully, 
Tom Kimber, Brad Newell, Andrew Purcell and Mariette 
and Simon Tuohey – the latter two having have moved 
and transferred to the Taradale CFA.

Beware of black ice
There are more dangers in winter than those in and 
around our homes. Winter brings its own specific dangers 
to our region due to our climate, and black ice on our 
roads is one of the most severe. 
During the many cold mornings that occur through the 
winter and spring months, we should be very alert to the 
dangers of black ice on our roads. We are called to every 
major road accident, and over the next few months, it 
will not be unexpected for us to be called out early in 
the morning, in the dark, to a serious car accident on 
Blackforest Drive or other major road where a car hits 
black ice and then skids out of control to crash into 
gum trees. People can be very seriously injured in these 
conditions, and it can take several hours to clear the 
scene, requiring the combined efforts of the paramedics, 
SES, police and CFA. The police helicopter is also often 
called to take an injured person to hospital.
We should all be extra careful when driving during our cold 
and wet periods.
For further information contact the Woodend CFA on 5427 
2356 or visit the station in Urquhart Street. Follow us on 
Facebook, or you can visit our website: www.woodendcfa.
org. 

SUBMITTED BY MIKE DORNAU, CAPTAIN WOODEND CFA
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A troubling thing for Helen and me, as we move around the 
shire, is Cypress trees. The trees and where their owners 
have decided to plant them. We had recently finished the 
Biolink video and the lessons and goals of that programme 
were foremost in mind. We realised that while we are going 
to be encouraging land holders to plant native species to 
promote the easy movement of fauna and flora across the 
land, the reality is that many new plantings seem to be 
Cypresses 
What came to mind straight away is that these trees are 
a hurdle and stand in the way of improved movement of 
native species. Below ground where the mycelia try to 
connect trees with one another, and above ground where 
there is no understorey, and higher still where few birds 
shelter and no possums, gliders nor phascogales care to 
go, at these levels these trees are a problem.
Much has been said about the importance of providing 
shelter belts to mitigate wind and to cause a delaying 
effect with grassfire. But from what we have gathered so 
far Cypresses are of questionable value, and some studies 
(not yet sighted) claim increased risk due to downdraft in 
the lee and a flammability index higher than native species 
that could be selected instead. 
Which brings me to where they are so often planted, 
along roadsides. When you drive around our lovely 
shire, enjoying the sweeping views and distant ranges, 
remember that although we have all sorts of regulations 
telling us what we can put where, and planners will get 
exercised over views to Hanging Rock, or the view from 

Hanging Rock to potentially “unsightly” development, 
recognising in law that we live in a lovely place and want 
to preserve it, none of us can claim a particular view as 
“ours”. When we see a newly planted row of Cypress (it 
nearly always is a row) planted the length of the road out 
of this village or that, my heart sinks. You have at best five 
years to enjoy that stupendous heart lifting view then it 
will be gone for your lifetime or more. 
There is another thing. Not only will your view have 
been “stolen”, as the trees mature you could be paying 
for their regular canopy lopping through your rates and 
taxes because they will overhang public land, interfere 
with mowing and threaten powerlines. They will require 
constant thinning and clearance of fiery deadwood 
close to the ground where nothing else can grow, 

maintenance that many landholders are reluctant to pay 
for. Deadwood that native critters won’t want to call home.
How so? And if so, is there a remedy? Pines are perhaps 
less of an issue but could be in the same category of 
“troublesome”. It would be helpful to understand why 
people select Cypress in the first place, is it habit, history? 
I want to get a better grasp on the science behind these 
trees in fire situations, so a talk with the CFA and a search 
of well informed studies would be valuable. There are 
excellent native tree and shrub planting options that 
would meet the Biolink goals and do an equal or better 
job as a shelterbelt, so some research to show what that 
would look like is needed.

A common factor in this is where the trees are placed, 
often as close as only a metre from a fenceline with public 
land. Cypress will reach maybe five metres out across that 
fence if left to do its thing. Is that OK? You can say that the 
canopy could be ten metres across, a dead zone effectively. 
We would surely want to encourage better planting but if 
a land holder wants to plant Cypress (and steal the view 
entirely) we cannot just ban them. But we could very 
reasonably say (by way of a by-law perhaps) “Cypress trees 
should not be planted closer than five metres to a fence 
line with adjacent public land”. The bye-law could add “a 
selection of native species as listed below, may be planted 
within that five metre zone instead”.  The landholder 
could achieve a better result in a shorter time (I think), 
and effectively have five metres more land to make use of 
productively. 
This could help nature out, provide safer enclosures, and 
maybe even safeguard our precious roadside vistas. If 
anyone thinks they could help in any way, get in touch…
please, scottian70@outlook.com.

SUBMITTED BY IAN SCOTT 

Cypress trees can spoil your whole day!
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Contact Leonie Barker on 0413 869 583 or  
www.woodendselfstorage.com.au for a quote.

We have 110 storage units 
in 5 different sizes to meet your needs.

Trailer hire available.
Affordable prices.

7 day accesses.
Insurance available.

Woodend 
Self Storage 

Autumn in Woodend, photo: Hubert Weisrock

Woodend Hanging Rock 
Petanque Club June 2021
Like everything else in Victoria, our club has come to a 
grinding halt with the latest lockdown, but hopefully this is 
a very temporary situation and we will be back to normal 
in a short time. Meanwhile, life goes on, and we continue 
to make plans for the future. Winter has traditionally been 
the quiet time of year for our club, but that has changed 
this year, with the establishment of our new facilities at 
the Woodend Old Racecourse. In previous winters, the 
club pretty much hibernated, but these new facilities have 
allowed us to continue playing Petanque in the winter 
months and we are getting a great turnout of members for 
play on Monday and Thursday afternoons for our first true 
season of Winter Petanque.
Play has been starting at 3pm, but with the evenings 
closing in and the weather becoming cooler, we have 
brought this forward to 2.30pm on both days, which 
allows us to play three timed games. On Thursdays, play is 
followed by a light meal in the cosy clubhouse and some 
great fellowship.
There is a big project underway for the club at the Old 
Racecourse – we are building a new playing area or 
piste, as it is known, that will have a capacity to play 
up to 10 groups at a time, with a tournament-standard 
surface and is within 30 metres of the Clubhouse and all 
its facilities. This will be a fantastic improvement for our 
club. We are of course retaining our other piste area on 
the Old Racecourse’s Pony Club arena to facilitate larger 
tournaments there, as well as our original facilities at 
the Hanging Rock Reserve for Summer Season play. It is 
hoped to complete the new piste in the next month or so, 
weather and COVID restrictions permitting.
Meanwhile, the Club has been busy touring the state 
with tournament play, gaining some reasonable success 
by individual players (pictured). We also ran our very 
successful Cidery Cup Tournament and Social Day at 
Daylesford last month. We had players participating from 
many other Victorian clubs, and it was a great day, even 
if the playing surface took some getting used to. This year 
will be the last time we play at the Daylesford venue, but 
we hope to find a suitable venue – possibly at a winery, to 
run a similar format event around the same time next year. 
There is so much more happening with our club this 
winter, both with our playing of the great game petanque. 
June was to see us running a great Pie and Trivia Night 

at the Old Racecourse 
clubhouse. While this has 
sadly been postponed 
due to the lockdown.  it 
will happen as soon as 
possible once things 
return to normal. Closely 
following will be the 
Murray Maul, a fabulous 
weekend of petanque 

and fun at the Port of Echuca, and a great event on Bastille 
Day with an early start to playing petanque, followed by 
a luncheon. All of these are of course subject to COVID 
restrictions. 

Whilst all this goes on, the club grows even stronger, with 
our membership growing at a steady pace; we now have 
almost 80 members enjoying our game with its French 
origins and the fellowship that accompanies it. We are still 
welcoming new members and invite anyone interested to 
visit our new and very informative website at www.whrpc.
com.au for more information about the club and how you 
may join us.

SUBMITTED BY JOHN PIZZEY

WOODEND HANGING ROCK
PÉTANQUE CLUB

www.petanqueattherock.com.au

THURSDAY EVENINGS - 5 PM - OCTOBER TILL APRIL
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED - TUITION GIVEN
ALL AGES WELCOME

BBQ AND BYO
MAKE NEW FRIENDS
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* 8 mm & 16 mm Film to DVD   
* VHS, Mini DV & Hi 8 to DVD  

* Filming & Editing Services  
* Corporate & Special Events Productions

AVPA  Multi -Award Winners 
Accredited Video Producers

5422 3930 | 0409 22 3959

VIDEO & DVD PRODUCTIONS

www.tophatproductions.net.au

M: 0418 128 584   E: info@mrhh.com.au     
W: mrhh.com.au

 

Refrigerated Cooling
• Wall hung split systems  • Cassette units
• Ducted units      • Bulkhead hideaway units

Hydronic Heating 
• Radiator panels • Heated towel rails
• Slab heating • Trench elements
• Wood fired boilers 

T 5428 8711 | 1st Floor, 45 Hamilton Street, Gisborne
E megan@macedonrangesfamilylaw.com.au

www.macedonrangesfamilylaw.com.au  

All areas of Family Law, Separation, Divorce, Property  
Settlements, Care of Children, Maintenance, Wills & Powers of  

Attorney, Probates

FAMILY LAW 
PRACTICE IN 
GISBORNE

HIGH QUALITY,  RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE   
with 9 years experience in the Macedon Ranges,  

fully insured, available for regular or one off jobs.

Design  
Planting 

Landscaping 
Pruning 

Hedging 
Weeding 
Mowing  

Green Removal

Ian Matthews  0402 464 600

 
 
 
 
 

NO SURCHARGES - NO BOOKING FEES - NO TOLLS 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

0468 347 742 

AIRPORT & CITY TRANSFERS 

PRE-BOOKED at a FIXED PRICE 
 

Your local driver servicing  
the Macedon Ranges 

www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au 
 

What you need to know

‘Our Story. Our Future.’ was created by proud Wiradjuri, Wotjobaluk, Yuin and Gumbaynggirr artist Luke Penrith and Maluililgal people, Badu Island artist Naseli Tamwoy.

The 2021 Census 
The Census counts every person 
and home in Australia. It helps 
to tell our story of who we are 
as a people. 

  The Census asks questions 
about our communities, 
who we are, where we live, 
and about people living 
and staying with us.

  People living in cities and 
regional areas will either 
get a letter with instructions 
on how to complete online, 
or a paper form. You can 
start as soon as you get 
instructions, if you know 
where you’ll be on Census 
night, Tuesday 10 August.  

  There will be Census staff in 
remote communities. They 
can come to your home and 
help you fill in your Census. 

  It generally takes about 
30 minutes to complete the 
Census. It might take longer 
for bigger households. 

Make your  
community count
The Census can help plan 
for community needs and 
our future. That’s why it’s 
important to include everyone 
who is staying in your home 
on Census night, such as 
Elders, babies and visitors.

  Having the right numbers 
means the right services 
can be provided for our 
community. For example, 
knowing the number of 
babies in a region can help 
plan funding for 
preschools or mums and 
bubs health programs.

  It’s used to make decisions 
about schools and early 
learning, health clinics, 
housing, aged care, jobs, 
roads, language centres 
and community programs.

Your personal 
information is safe 
Your personal information is 
protected by law and isn’t 
shared with anyone.

  You can’t be identified by 
the information you share 
about yourself and your 
family in your Census. 

  Need more information  
or assistance? Visit 

www.census.abs.gov.au/indigenous  
or call 1800 512 441.

For more information, visit www.census.abs.gov.au/indigenous or call 1800 512 441.
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Photos by Stephen Mitchell - Newham Primary School (above) and Newham General Store (below)
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The Woodend & District Heritage Society

The Woodend Brass Band
A popular provider of entertainment in Woodend’s early 
days was the Woodend Brass Band. Established in 1864 
as the Woodend Town Band, for many years it enlivened 
a wide range of events.  In 1878, for example, the Band 
attended the Woodend Races on Boxing Day, and in 1888, 
it played at the roller skating at the Mechanics Institute, 
a building that predated the Boldini-designed building 
that we know today. Its fortunes varied, depending on the 
availability of a bandmaster and of players, and there was 
a lull in the 1890s.
However, in August 1902 Mr Sproule organised a meeting to 
discuss forming another band. Thirty people attended, and 
everyone agreed. Mr I Haig offered to instruct players at a 
cost of sixpence per member per week. In 1903, a concert 
was held to raise funds for the Band. That year the Band 

and the Woodend Fire Brigade agreed that the Band could 
practice in the Fire Brigade Hall every Friday, with the Band 
providing a floor covering to prevent excessive foot marks.  
A highlight in 1906 was its performance in High Street and 
at the Convent grounds in December. 
The Band’s performance in 1910 at the Kyneton Hospital 
Carnival preceded another lull until 1913, when it was 
reformed, playing for the hospital in 1914.  During 
most of World War 1, the Band was inactive, with some 
members going to fight and others concentrating on their 
businesses.  The Woodend Star reports talk of its revival 
in 1922, and it was eventually reformed in 1928, with Mr 
Bedwell as Bandmaster and Mr Reg Keating as Secretary.  
The Woodend Star reported that the Band needed some 
instruments.  After further highs and lows, it eventually 
disbanded in the early 1940s.

SUBMITTED BY JANE HOLTH
 

 

SOLAR 
$1,888 REBATE 

 

� As one of a limited number of Clean Energy Council 
(CEC) Approved Solar Retailers, we can claim the 
Solar Victoria Rebate for you 

� Local Consultants & Accredited Installers live 
Macedon, Moorabool & Hepburn Shires 

� On-Grid, Off-Grid, Domestic & Commercial Projects 
� Expertise in Solar Power, Batteries & Hot Water 

 
Contact your Local Consultant Karl Haller directly 

via 0435513572 karlhaller@breaze.org.au … 
 

03 4309 4027  www.breaze.org.au/pv 
energysolutions@breaze.org.au 
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Photo:  The Woodend Brass Band in 1905 
Back Row:  1, 2, 3, 4: Charles Reynolds, 5: Leo Caine, 6: Frank Lee.  Middle Row: 7, 8, 9, 10. Front Row: 11, 12: Harry 
Brown

Photo: Woodend Brass Band - Circa 1920s   Photo loaned by Brian Evans, grandson of Harry Evans. 14/9/2016.
Top row 1st left - Earnest Harold EVANS. Born Woodend 1874  Front row 3rd from left - Harry Edgar EVANS. Born 
Woodend 1878.
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BRAEMAR BOWLS CHAMPIONS!
We recently hosted several groups of students from 
Braemar College for a number of sessions to introduce 
them to the game of lawn bowls. As usual, they discovered 
that it is not as easy as it looks. 

Indy’s team has a big win! Friday May 21
We had the final session for our first group from Braemar 
on a frosty morning with the team of Indy, Steph, Alex and 
Clara comfortably winning with a score of 11 to 1 over five 
ends, ahead of the team of Nick, Baden, Pen and Riley. 
Whilst the weather was cold, the competition was hot – 
well done to all!

The Skye’s the limit!
Later that day, we had the final session for our second 
group from Braemar in sunny conditions, with the team of 
Skye, Grace and Laura winning the final game with a score 
of 5-0 over the team of Adam, Lottie and Jordan, after a 
round-robin format play-off for the two grand finalists. The 
teams skipped by James and Jack played off on the other 
rink. A great effort by all players!
It was great to host the Braemar students over the three 
sessions, and we’re sure they enjoyed it as much as we did.

VALE ANGELA BRETT
It has been a difficult time for the Woodend Bowling Club 
with a number of much loved and valued members passing 
away in the first half of this year.
Just recently we were saddened to hear of the death of 
club stalwart Angela Brett.
Angela was the Ladies Vice-President and President 
for many years, as well as Club Secretary. She was also 
a Central Highlands Bowls Division (CHBD) delegate 
and committee member for many years. She also 
enjoyed success on the green in both pennant and club 
championship events, and was in charge of CHBD matches 
and tournaments for many years. 
The involvement with the Woodend Bowling Club is also 
a Brett family affair, with Angela’s husband Clarrie heavily 
involved both on and off the green. In fact, they have 
contributed so much to the club over many years that both 
are Life Members. They also won the club’s Mixed Pairs 
Championship in 2005.
The Woodend Bowling Club would not be the same 
without the significant involvement of Angela and Clarrie 
Brett for the last 25 years.

Check out our Website and Facebook page
For more information, please call 5407 9220, or visit our 
website at www.woodendbowlsclub.weebly.com. You can 
also follow us on Facebook.

SUBMITTED BY MIKE DORNAU, PRESIDENT WOODEND BOWLING CLUB INC.

Photo by Kevin McNair, SES Woodend
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Autumn in Woodend, photo: Hubert Weisrock

Call Steven 
0402 079 482

 PAINTING

 HOME RENOVATION

 MOWING

�ardvark Painting 
ABN: 49 178 405 936 

All Painting Works 
Associated Repairs 
Discounts Available 
Call for a Free Quote 

0488 094 186 / 0488 095 186 
staff@apainting.com.au  /  www.apainting.com.au 

�ardvark Painting 
ABN: 49 178 405 936 

All Painting Works 
Associated Repairs 
Discounts Available 
Call for a Free Quote 

0488 094 186 / 0488 095 186 
staff@apainting.com.au  /  www.apainting.com.au 

 HANDYMAN

Specialising in
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Pergolas & Decks

• General Maintenance
• Preparation for Sale • Rental Properties

Specialising in
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Pergolas & Decks

• Extensions • General Maintenance
• Preparation for Sale • Rental Properties

Call Mark now to arrange a free quote
••• Reliable••• Local ••• Professional •••

Mob: 0411 555 925 

 PAINTING

 PLUMBING AND GAS FITTING

Paul Gaskin 
Qualified Carpenter

0438 440 986
Decks, Pergolas
Bathrooms, Renovations 
& all your carpentry needs,
throughout the 
Macedon Ranges
Free quotes

paulgaskin12@yahoo.com.au

 CARPENTRY

CARPET CLEANING

Call Steven 
0402 079 482

PAINTING

EXCAVATION

colorbond ‒ paling
picket & heritage

pools ‒ retaining walls ‒ gates  

Laurie 0419 005 185

HOME RENOVATION

Cheap ‘n’ Neat - Excavations
12 mtr tipper

all excavation & bobcat work
site clean / level

concrete / rubbish removal
post hole drilling
demolition work

crush rock / sand / soil supplied

Les 0418 556 634 
cheapnneat627@gmail.com

BVM METALCRAFT 
                                 Ben McKee 

                         GATE AUTOMATION 
                      OLDWORLD & MODERN STYLE 

GATES AND FENCING 
                                   bvmmetalcraft.com.au  

    ben@bvmmetalcraft.com.au 
04 222 88 768 

METAL CRAFTED GATES AND FENCES

MOWING

CLEANING

Need help managing 
your home?

Not enough hours in your day?

Stephen Farrell
Personal Services 

Very reasonable rates 
Through out the Macedon Ranges
Phone  0419 526 275

CARPENTRY

Paul Gaskin 
Qualifi ed Carpenter

0438 440 986
Decks, Pergolas
Bathrooms, Renovations 
& all your carpentry needs,
throughout the 
Macedon Ranges
Free quotes

paulgaskin12@yahoo.com.au

Midland Carpet Cleaning
steam cleaning specialists in:

  Domestic & commercial carpets
Mats of any size & office chairs

Lounge suites, car interiors
Duct cleaning from $15 Per Point

Call Barry 
for a free quote & advice:

M: 0400 817 048 P: 5422 6493

CARPET CLEANING

Minor repairs      Dripping Taps 
Basic Carpentry  Tiling 
Fence repairs      Paving 
Gardening      Painting 
Mowing                Odd Jobs 

Servicing the Macedon Ranges 
Honest  Reliable  Friendly  &  Local 

 

MOWING

�ardvark Painting 
ABN: 49 178 405 936 

All Painting Works 
Associated Repairs 
Discounts Available 
Call for a Free Quote 

0488 094 186 / 0488 095 186 
staff@apainting.com.au  /  www.apainting.com.au 

�ardvark Painting 
ABN: 49 178 405 936 

All Painting Works 
Associated Repairs 
Discounts Available 
Call for a Free Quote 

0488 094 186 / 0488 095 186 
staff@apainting.com.au  /  www.apainting.com.au 

HANDYMAN

FENCING AND GATES

Specialising in
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Pergolas & Decks

• General Maintenance
• Preparation for Sale • Rental Properties

Specialising in
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Pergolas & Decks

• Extensions • General Maintenance
• Preparation for Sale • Rental Properties

Call Mark now to arrange a free quote
••• Reliable••• Local ••• Professional •••

Mob: 0411 555 925 

ELECTRIC SERVICES

RURAL RESIDENTIAL MOWING 
SERVICE 

Mowing Services for Small Acreage Rural Residential Properties in Woodend, Kyneton and 
surrounding areas. 

We mow from 1 Acre upwards and are happy to mow around the Homestead on Bigger 
Properties. 

   R R MOWING 
          Call or email for a quote 

       M: 0418 644 903  /  E: rrmowing@hotmail.com 

Mowing Services for Small Acreage Rural 
Residential Properties in Woodend, Kyneton  

and surrounding areas. 
We mow from 1 Acre upwards and are happy to 

mow around the Homestead on Bigger Properties. 
R R MOWING - Call or email for a quote 

       M: 0418 644 903  /  E: rrmowing@hotmail.com

PAINTING PLUMBING  AND  GAS FITTING

Hot Water Units - Gas Fitting - Split Systems 
Hydronic Heating - Rain Water Systems 

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations

Servicing Macedon Ranges - No job too small 
Paul Murphy 0438 298 659

Grass 
Slashing

call John Porta
0413 716 004

PAINTING

Minor repairs      Dripping Taps 
Basic Carpentry  Tiling 
Fence repairs      Paving 
Gardening      Painting 
Mowing                Odd Jobs 

Servicing the Macedon Ranges 
Honest  Reliable  Friendly  &  Local 

 

 ARBORIST

Josh Nicholas  |  0431 764 750
Professional Arborists servicing the Macedon Ranges

jueshuex@yahoo.com | thetreedavinci.com.au

 prebooking prefered 24/7
bookings@crowncabs.com.au

ELECTICICAL SERVICES

        

 

TREE MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL

 

TAXI SERVICE

DRIVING INSTRUCTIONS

 TAXI SERVICES

SPACE FOR RENT

 CAB SERVICES DRAFTING SERVICES

Your trade 
advertisement  

here  
for $50 per issue

 CAB SERVICES TREE SERVICES

DESIGN AND DRAFTING SERVICE
Servicing the Macedon Ranges and beyond

Construction plans | Design concepts
Town planning applications 

Over 25yrs experience | Plans delivered on time

Call Brett  m: 0408 054 472

Brett Franke:  Registered Building Practitioner

SEE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
ADVERTISE WITH US 
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The Fun and Discovery of 2021 Open Evening 

Enrolments Closing Soon
Enrolments for Year 7 in 2023 will close on 30 July 2021.

Limited places are currently available at Years 7 – 12 for 2021. 

Contact the College Registrar for enrolment enquiries, or download 

your enrolment application form via the College’s website.

Don’t miss our next College tour: Wednesday 28 July, bookings essential.

Sacred Heart College Kyneton www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au
T: 5421 1200  E: dlawrence@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au

On Tuesday 18 May, Sacred Heart 
College held an Open Evening with 
a difference. As well as providing an 
opportunity for prospective families 
to have a closer look at the College’s 
facilities and chat with staff and 
students, this year visitors were invited 
to participate in a myriad of hands-on 
activities.
Families 
were 
greeted 
by an 
atmosphere 
of fun as 
they arrived 
for the 
evening. After receiving their showbags 
and learning more about the enrolment 
process, families began navigating their 
way around the learning areas, with 
student leaders on hand to answer 
questions and provide direction. 
Many started in the Animal Studies 
room – here they could chat with 
students and meet some of our furry 
friends, including guinea pigs and 
rabbits. Students in Years 10 and 11 
have the opportunity to study VET 
Certificate II in Animal Studies. Other 
creatures they care for in their studies, 
which could be seen up close, included 

green tree frogs, Indian and spiny leaf 
stick insects, a shingleback lizard and 
seahorses.
In the Art Department, families enjoyed 
a broad range of activities. Children 
enjoyed making colourful wired hair 
ties, collages, personalised stamps and 
much more. It was a joy to see children 
wearing their hair ties around the 
College.

Design 
Technology 
was another 
hive of 
excitement 
as students 
and parents 
moulded 
their own 
plastic key 
tags, and viewed  completed student 
technology and woodwork projects. 
Families were amazed to the see the 
breadth of creations made by the 
College’s Years 7 and 8 students. 
Exploring the sports stadium, known 
as Quambi, visitors were able to put up 
tents as part of the Outdoor Education 
experience and participate in other 
sports activities, including table tennis, 
and the parachute run and static jump 
challenge.

The Frayne Hospitality Centre was the 
tasting hub to try some of the Year 11 
and 12 Hospitality students’ cooking 
and have a go at decorating home-
made cookies. Students at SHC study 
Food Technology in Years 7 and 8 and 
Food Studies in Year 9, before having 
the opportunity to study Hospitality in 
the senior years. 
A few of the other hands-on activities 
on offer during the night included an 
opportunity to play drums with the 
College band, make a hexaflexagon 
with members of the Maths team, plant 
grass heads with the Science crew and 
explore the streets of Paris in the virtual 
tour de France as part of the Languages 
experience. 
Over 250 parents, children and family 
members 
attended the 
night and left with 
smiles on their 
faces, bringing 
with them their 
creations from 
the evening 
and a better 
understanding 
of the breadth of 
opportunities on 
offer and the warmth and level of care 
provided at the College. If you missed 
this event be sure to book into a College 
tour sometime soon. 

SUBMITTED BY JENNIFER BALDWIN


